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ing; but for him to rely on that is to appeal ad misericordiam.
Appended to the sentences, when necessary, is the result of
supposing them to mean what they say.
It is with grief and pain, that, as admirers of the British aristocracy,
we find ourselves obliged to admit the existence of so many ill qualities
in a person whose name is in Debrett.—thackeray, (implies that
admirers must admit this more than other people)
It is from this fate that the son of a commanding prime minister is
at any rate preserved.—bagehot. (implies that preserved is a weak
word used instead of a stronger)
And even if we could suppose it to be our duty, it is not one -which,
as was shown in the last chapter, we are practically competent to per-
form .—BALFOUH.
The chairman said there was no sadder sight in the world than to
see women drunk, because they seemed to lose complete control of
themselves, (implies that losing complete control leaves you with less
than if you lost incomplete control)
The soldiers are deeply chagrined at having had to give up positions,
in obedience to orders, which the Japanese could not take.—"Times.
Great and heroic men have existed, who had almost no other in-
formation than by the printed page. I only would say, that it needs a
strong head to bear that diet.—emerson, (implies that no one else would
say it)
Yes, the laziest of human beings, tlirough the providence of God,
a being, too, of rather inferior capacity, acquires the written part of a
language so difficult that. . .—borrow.
Right or wrong as his hypothesis may be, no one that knows him
will suspect that he himself had not seen it, and seen over it ...
Neither, as we often hear, is there any superhuman faculty required to
follow him.—carlyle. (implies that we often hear there is not)
This, we say to ourselves, may be all very true (for have we, too,
not browsed in the Dictionary of National Biography?); but why does
Tanner say it all, just at that moment, to . . .—Times, (implies that
others have refrained from browsing)
But in 1798 the Irish rising was crushed in a defeat of the insurgents
at Vinegar Hill; and Tippoo's death in the storm of his own capital,
Seringapatam, only saved him from witnessing the English conquest of
Mysore.—j. R. green, (implies that that was all it saved him from)
51. AMBIGUOUS POSITION
In this matter judgement is required. A captious critic might
find examples on almost every page of almost any writer; but

